
Swing Keel: Concept

The new swing keel system for the Sun Odyssey 349 combines ballast and lateral 

stability in a single moving part.  As opposed to a traditional lifting keel version 

where the stability is provided by a fixed ballast box out of which comes a dagger 

board that provides for lateral stability. 

In addition to the usual advantages of variable 

draft boats, the key advantage of this type of keel 

is improved performance at all angles versus that 

of a traditional lifting keel. 

Jeanneau is the only major yard to offer this type of solution that combines the shallow-depth accessibility of a 

cruiser and performance characteristics of a racer.  



Swing Keel: Performance

Deep draft (2.54m / 8’4”) when in the 

sailing position ensures exceptional 

performance, notably the upwind 

pointing angles 

The weight of this system is identical to the 

fixed keel version.  So there is no weight 

penalty that is usually the case for a lifting 

keel version with a ballast box. 

The long keel without a bulb is very 

efficient and has less drag than even the 

standard fixed keel version.



Swing Keel: Key Features

Shallow draft (1.26m / 4’1”) when up 

allows access areas otherwise off limits 

to fixed keel boats

Can be beached using beaching legs.  

The hull is already reinforced for this 

option

Very little impact on the interior volume.  The 

keel stays on the exterior of the boat which 

is better than having a long, internal keel box 

that takes up lots of space.

Easy access to all the parts via opening panels 

and inspection windows on the internal keel box. 

As the keel remains on the exterior the 

problem of a dagger board getting 

stuck inside of the keel box due to mud 

is eliminated.  



Swing Keel: Safety

A stainless steel hydraulic ram ensures 

reliability and longevity of the system.  

Grounding protection:  the hydraulic ram 

automatically releases the pressure if the 

keel hits an object so there is no damage 

to the structure.
The hydraulic ram only operates when 

the engine is running.  This ensures no 

additional drain on the batteries, avoids 

accidental manipulation of the keel.  The 

boat can’t be sailed with the keel in the 

up position. 

Twin rudders (standard) remain 

protected even when the keel is in the up 

position.  

This version meets CE category A 

certification, like the fixed keel version. 

The keel box is moulded as part of the 

hull in order to provide perfect structural 

integration.  In addition the rotation pin 

for the keel is outside of the hull is there 

is no possibility of water infiltration. 

Push button control from the helm:  A 

switch allows safe and easy control of the 

position and an indicator light shows at a 

glance what position the keel is in.  The 

switch has a safety lock so it can’t be 

triggered accidentally.


